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CONTAINERSHIP SIZE: 
THE PANAMAX
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Ocean Freight knowledge on dhl.com

PANAMAX

NEO-PANAMAX

POST-NEO-PANAMAX

Panamax and Neo-Panamax ships can be routed 
through the Panama Canal in Central America, as 
they are as wide as the Canal allows. Panamax
ships carry up to 5,000 TEUs; Neo-Panamax, 
introduced after the canal’s expansion, 14,000.
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Post-Panamax ships are even wider and must 
bypass the Canal. They and other Ultra-Large 
Container Vessels (ULCV) carry the largest cargo 
amount, some well in excess of 20,000 TEUs.
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