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We are pleased to share the new edition of our GoGreen Brief – DHL Global Forwarding’s Sustainability Newsletter. 

With this quarterly newsletter we are aiming to share our insights and knowledge on carbon reporting, reduction 

approaches and climate change abatement trends as well as other related sustainability topics. We hope you find it of 

value and we welcome your comments and suggestions. 

 

Sustainable Supply Chain Management (SSCM): Myth or Fact? 

Sustainable management practices are transforming 

businesses and challenging the status quo by 

establishing sustainability as an integral part of supply 

chain management (SCM). It can be a key factor in the 

success of a company. In a newly released white paper, 

DHL Global Forwarding explores the most important parts 

of Sustainable Supply Chain Management (SSCM) and 

discusses its various functional areas. The white paper offers insights and approaches on how to 

get started with and achieve business success through sustainable supply chain management. 

A KPMG study showed that environmental damage caused by 11 key industry sectors in 2010 was equivalent to 41% 

of their pre-tax-profits. Not surprisingly, stakeholders expect more environmental, social and economic awareness 

from the market place. At the same time, external regulatory pressure, as well as companies’ internal drive to reduce 

costs, have led them to consider sustainable solutions that create new business opportunities. 

Understanding sustainability as an integral part of SCM has led to the emerging field of Sustainable Supply Chain 

Management (SSCM). SSCM makes an important and often underestimated contribution to a company’s overall 

success. It focuses on identifying the best areas in which to take advantage of business potential and contribute to 

sustainable development. 

According to SSCM, a sustainable approach to supply chains can help reduce costs, particularly in logistics, due to a 

reduction of transportation costs and the reuse of products and materials. Appropriate transport decisions and 

delivery management can make all the difference in a company’s sustainability objectives and reduction of CO2 

emissions. 

The white paper provides a roadmap of potential actions for businesses that want to intensify their environmentally 

friendly and socially responsible actions while increasing their economic success. The presented case studies 

demonstrate how renowned companies have improved profitability and operational performance by implementing 

sustainable solutions.  

Find out more by downloading the new white paper “Unlock the true value of your supply chain”. 

https://www.logistics.dhl/global-en/home/our-divisions/global-forwarding/forwarding-insights/sustainable-logistics-services/sustainable-logistics-services-registration.html
https://www.logistics.dhl/global-en/home/our-divisions/global-forwarding/forwarding-insights/sustainable-logistics-services/sustainable-logistics-services-registration.html
https://dhlglobalforwarding-news.com/t/EZ7-5GQHC-3SBIJL-30V8ZV-1/c.aspx
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Circular Economy: A theoretical concept or a strong business model in practice? 

Recycling materials is a practice that goes back 

thousands of years; even the ancient Romans used 

recycled glass from Egypt and the Eastern 

Mediterranean. But this ancient practice is now being 

redefined in the business community under the concept 

of the circular economy. Although similar to recycling, 

the circular economy aims to increase share of renewable 

or recyclable resources while reducing consumption of raw materials and energy as well. 

The overall benefit of the circular economy is simple: it aims to keep products and materials at their highest utility and 

value at all times. According to the Ellen Macarthur Foundation, the circular economy seeks to rebuild capital of all 

kinds, whether financial, manufactured, human, social or natural. This ensures enhanced flows of goods and 

services. 

According to current estimates, the concept of circular economy offers significant potential: 

- The change from a linear to circular economy could enable global economic growth of $4.5 trillion by 2030. 

- Estimates predict $400 billion to $600 billion potential revenue for automotive companies via select circular 

economy business models by 2030 (Accenture; 2015). 

A look into practices of the global market of print services shows impressive potential for the circular economy. 

Company examples show that implementing circular models can lead to reduce up to 45% of CO2 emissions within 

10 – 15 years. In the field of toner cartridges, individual companies have managed to reuse over 23 million kg of 

recovered cartridge materials. Best practices show that in 2016, companies were able to achieve return rates of 

cartridges of up to 50% and reuse 36% of it.  

Companies using the circular economy benefit from cost savings by reducing the need to purchase virgin materials 

for their products, thus optimizing resources and reducing environmental impact. The circular economy can also help 

businesses minimize their heavy dependence on raw materials imports and even help create job opportunities. 

Find out more by downloading the new white paper “Unlock the true value of your supply chain”. 
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